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Re-Introducing Community Smiles Dental
brand reflective of our growing reach and impact
became an increasing need.
“We have experienced consistent patient demand
since opening our doors and have remained
strategically focused on addressing the gap in
dental care access in our area,” said Renee Ramirez,
our Chief Executive Officer. “Community is the
core of who we are—we were built by community
members, grown by community support, and look
ahead with an unwavering commitment to serve
those in our community with the greatest need.”

In late January, we were able to publicly announce
the Waukesha County Community Dental Clinic’s
rebrand to Community Smiles Dental. We have
spent the early part of 2021 introducing the
organization’s new name and brand, including a
new logo, website, mission and vision.
Our rebrand announcement was the result of nearly
two years of strategic assessment relative to our
name and brand. Since opening in 2008, we have
been a vital resource for low-income families who
are state insured or uninsured and consistently
struggle with access to quality and affordable dental
care. In 2018, we were fortunate to double our
geographic footprint with the addition of a second
clinic in Menomonee Falls, thanks in large part to
Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin health
network. With services now extended to Milwaukee,
Ozaukee, Washington and Waukesha Counties, a

Congratulations to Community Smiles Dental DDS,
Dr. DeAnne Blazek, on her recent announcement as
a 2021 Woman of Distinction! This honor, bestowed
by the Women & Girls Fund of Waukesha County,
celebrates female leaders in our community who
have given generously of their time and talents. Dr.
Blazek couldn’t be more fitting for this honor and

Our new brand celebrates
the growth we’ve
experienced to date and
all the growth to come, as
Check out our
new website at
we continue to expand our
communitysmiles.org
services to more families
in need and to the region.
We’d like to extend a thank
you to the board members
and community leaders
who offered direction, leadership and support
throughout this process. In particular, we’d like to
thank our consultants and friends at Ampersand,
who thoughtfully guided us along the way.
Last but certainly not least, to the donors who have
made our first 12 years possible - thank you for
your belief in our mission. With your support, we’ve
already improved the lives and oral health of nearly
20,000 low-income patients. We are grateful to
have your partnership as we celebrate this exciting
new chapter.

we’re thrilled to celebrate her at
the Women & Girls Fund Award
Luncheon in July. We will share
more about Dr. B’s contributions
in our next newsletter. In the
meantime, congratulations Dr. B!

Advancing Public Dentistry Through
Education Collaboration
n
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Our leadership assists with the dental hygiene
student’s mock board tests.
We participate in the Dental Hygiene and
Assisting Advisory Council for WCTC.

Milwaukee Area Technical College
n

n
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Throughout our history, advocating for access
to dental care has been core to our mission. We
champion access to care, advocating for those who
struggle to find access. Regardless of any barrier,
regardless of any status, and regardless of their
insurance, we believe everyone deserves the best in
oral healthcare.
As part of this commitment, we actively sustain a
variety of community partnerships and, in particular,
work to collaborate with area educational partners
who can help us illuminate public dentistry to those
entering the dental field.
For these educational partners, our collaboration
provides invaluable on-site experience, education
on public dentistry, exposure to treatment of special
needs patients, and an introduction to the state
insured and uninsured dental world.
These are some of the highlights of this
collaborative work from the last year:

Waukesha County Technical College
n

n

Dental assistant students extern at our
Waukesha clinic each week.
Dental hygiene and dental assistant students are
mock interviewed by our staff each semester.

Dental hygiene students extern at our
Menomonee Falls clinic each week.
Our leadership participates in their dental
hygiene Lunch and Learn.
We regularly present to their community dental
course.

Marquette University School
of Dentistry
n

n
n

We are a weekly student rotation site for DDS
students in the Special Needs Dentistry work
group.
We host D4 DDS externs.
Our leadership assists with education on special
needs dentistry.

Waukesha County Health Academics
& Area High Schools
n

n

In partnership with Froedtert & the Medical
College of Wisconsin health network, high school
students shadow at CSD to get exposed to
dental career paths.
Our leadership presents to high school Health
Academics to encourage students to consider
dental career paths.

Through these efforts, as well as the more than 25
community partnerships we leverage, we believe
we can continue to create systemic change to
improve dental care access for low-income families.
Simply put, we believe we’re better together and
put that practice to work every day at Community
Smiles Dental.

communitysmiles.org
(262) 522-7645
Like us on Facebook @CommunitySmilesDental

Growing Clinical Reach
Falls clinic. This has been a result of increased
awareness about our work, our growing regional
footprint, more income-qualifying families, and
limited other options for dental treatment of
state insured and uninsured individuals. We have
expanded adult services at our Menomonee Falls
clinic to help address some of this need. That
said, more than 100 individuals remain on our
current wait list.

2020 was a year like no other and we continue
to navigate the effects of the pandemic at
Community Smiles Dental. Throughout 2020, our
commitment to families did not waver and our
clinic doors remained open. Despite a brief period
of emergency care only from March to May 2020,
we were fully operational at both clinics by July.
And by early Fall, our clinics were experiencing
pre-COVID patient volumes and growing demand.
This has continued into 2021 and we are
presently experiencing unprecedented patient
demand, particularly at our newer Menomonee

Concurrently, we have sustained our commitment
to operating safely as we continue to battle the
COVID-19 pandemic. Our clinicians equip daily in
extensive personal protective equipment including
KN95 masks, surgical masks, face shields,
and clinical gowns. Staff and patient health is
monitored closely via daily health screens and
sanitization and aerosol removal procedures
remain crucial to our safe operations.
Sustaining these measures and increasing our
services ties directly to financial means. As a nonprofit organization, the majority of our finances
comes from community donations. A gift of any
size means a great deal to our mission. Thank you
to those who thoughtfully support our work!

Save the Date: Cheers to Community Smiles
Thursday, November 4, 2021
Bluemound Country Club
New in 2021, Cheers to Community Smiles will be a secondary
annual event to help us meet new friends and raise funds in
support of the Community Smiles Dental mission. Hosted at the
beautiful Bluemound Country Club, this social and fundraising
event will include delicious food and drink. Mark your calendars!
A special thanks to Dr. Scott & Mary Ellen Stanek for helping to make this beautiful event space available to us.

210 NW Barstow Street • Suite 305
Waukesha, WI 53188

Laugh for a Smile 2021: A Record-Breaking Event
the building as Charlie covered Wisconsin humor
on fishing, accents, and the well-known ‘Midwest
Nice.’

On April 22, 2021, we hosted our long-awaited
and signature fundraising event, Laugh for a Smile.
Held this year at the new and beautiful Brookfield
Conference Center, the event hosted 400 guests
and community leaders for a fun, safe, and missionfocused evening. Guests enjoyed small plate
entrees, drinks, socializing, a raffle, video highlights
of our work, and our formal program. They were
also able to learn about the many contributions
of our 2021 honorees, Claire Beglinger and the
Waukesha County Community Foundation.
Perhaps most anticipated was this year’s comedy
show, which featured nationally-acclaimed
comedian and host of the Manitowoc Minute,
Charlie Berens. Laughs were heard throughout

Thanks to record-setting attendance and the
generosity of our sponsors and guests, we were
able to raise more than $200,000 for our dental
treatment programs via this year’s event. This
outstanding achievement couldn’t be more timely
as we continue to navigate growing patient
demand.
We’d like to extend a special thank you to our
2021 Co-Chairs: Laura & Mike Arnow, Coreen
Dicus-Johnson & Kurt Johnson, and Dr. Miranda
& Kurt Peter. Thank you, as well, to the dozens of
generous sponsors of this year’s event, our guests,
volunteers, and the many who supported this
fundraising effort.
We encourage you to visit our website
(communitysmiles.org) to see this year’s sponsor
list and some fun photos from the event.
And don’t forget to mark your calendars for
our next Laugh for a Smile on April 21, 2022.

